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SUPPORTING ENTREPRENEURS
Equitable Entrepreneurial Ecosystems

Please do not duplicate or publicly share this information without 
advance permission.
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WHO ARE WE? 



FORWARDCITIES.ORG         @FORWARDCITIES

Inclusion moves
at the speed of trust

We trust who we:
● can relate to/empathize with
● share values with
● have positive shared 

experiences with

Opportunities:
● Differences
● Common ground



© National Main Street Center 

THE TRUTH
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WHERE I ’M FROM

“ You’re better than this place.”
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People do not live in places where they can’t see 
themselves thriving or where they don’t feel a 

strong sense of welcoming and belonging.

REMEMBER…
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What’s one thing you love about your 
community?

TWO QUESTIONS

What is one thing you wish you 
could help heal in your 

community? 
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TAKE A GUESS…MATCH THE PERCENTAGE OF BUSINESS 
OWNERSHIP TO GENERATION IN 2022

39.6%

47.2%

12.9%

Source: Guidant Financial

Millennials (Gen Y)

Gen X

Baby Boomers

https://www.guidantfinancial.com/small-business-trends/
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SMALL BUSINESS EXIT CHALLENGE

+ Nearly 10,000 Older Adults retire each day. (Pew 
Foundation)

+ 78% of small business owners have told their advisors they 
plan to sell their businesses to fund their retirement, 
but only 30% have written a specific plan. (NFIB)

+ 11% of those that have a plan indicate they will simply 
dissolve the business. (BoA)
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP IS FOR EVERYONE

70% of small businesses were started by 
someone from that very same community.
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CULTIVATION NETWORK FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Students Adults
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TEENS
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MISSOURI EXAMPLE

https://gokimmswick.com/events/young-entrepreneurs-day/

https://gokimmswick.com/events/young-entrepreneurs-day/

https://gokimmswick.com/events/young-entrepreneurs-day/
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+ The merchants of Kimmswick are hosting their 3rd Annual Young 
Entrepreneur Arts & Crafts Fair. They are looking to fill their historic 
streets with individuals 17 and younger that have started a business 
or brand that would like the opportunity to have their own sales 
booth and sell their items to the general public.

+ All items are applicable: art, photography, jewelry, baked goods must 
be sealed and labeled with ingredients. Hand crafted items, special 
talents, and services.

3RD ANNUAL YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR’S ARTS & 
CRAFT FAIR
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LAFAYETTE MAIN STREET - ALABAMA
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RESIDENTIAL SUMMER INTENSIVE

http://www.kentuckygse.com/
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COLLEGE STUDENTS
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EXAMPLE
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ENGAGE LOCAL COLLEGES THROUGH SMALL 
BUSINESS PROJECTS FOR NEEDS OF MERCHANTS

https://blogs.missouristate.edu/cob/2022/03/30/soa_collaboration/
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ADULT ENTREPRENEURS
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NETWORKING AND RELATIONSHIPS

https://rheddorick.com/

Network and Chill

https://rheddorick.com/
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CO.STARTERS

https://www.costarters.co/
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LOCAL EXAMPLE

https://www.invest606.org/
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OLDER ADULT ENTREPRENEURS
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EXAMPLE

https://my.aarpfoundation.org/digitalskillsready/
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GROW WITH GOOGLE VIRTUAL WORKSHOPS

Learn more & Register > mainstreet.org/growwithgoogle

This fall, Grow with Google coaches are offering a series of FREE live and on-demand virtual workshops for small business owners and the Main 
Street leaders that support them.

http://www.mainstreet.org/growwithgoogle
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INTERGENERATIONAL INTERSECTIONS

https://nku.edu/academics/cob/centers/cie/programs/etap.html
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CULTIVATION NETWORK FOR ENTREPRENEURS

Students Adults
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